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National Trails System
Threats of commercial development and concern for recreational 
opportunities prompted Congress to pass the National Trails System 
Act in 1968. The National Trails System now includes eight national 
scenic trails. The trails system includes 16 national historic trails and 
more than 900 national recreation trails (not shown here). 

National Scenic Trails and approximate mileages: (1) Appalachian Trail, 
2,170; (2) Pacific Crest Trail, 2,600; (3) Continental Divide Trail, 3,100; 
(4) North Country Trail, 3,200; (5) Ice Age Trail, 1,000; (6) Potomac Heritage 
Trail, 700; (7) Natchez Trace Trail, 700; and (8) Florida Trail, 1,300. 

For more information about the National Trails System and a list of all 
national and historic trails visit: www.nps.gov/nts.


